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Member News Note from the President

Meredith Cook has received a grant from the Prairie
Lake Regional Arts Council (with funding from the
McKnight Foundation) to publish her book, Word Flight.
The book is being published by the Mitchell
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle of Blue Earth,
MN, in celebration of their 125th year. The book will
also include a CD of Meredith reading some of her
poems. It will be available in May.

Shirley Ensrud received a travel grant from Prairie
Lakes to attend the Geraldine Dodge Poetry Festival in
New Jersey in September of 2008. Shirley will also be
reading on April 7 for the poetry discussion group at
Old Main Village in Mankato.

Jana Bouma read her poems on March 30 at Magers
and Quinn Booksellers in Minneapolis as part of the
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and by Magers and Quinn.

| #BAQ*+(, =*$. (| 0F-*12(
Third Thursday each month at the Emy Frentz Guild
Each night will feature readings by one or two poets,

followed by an open-mike reading. Here is the current
reading schedule:

Date Featuring

Apr. 17 Derek Liebertz & Sandy Newbauer
Beverages by Sue Chambers

May 15 Meredith Cooke & Dorothy Lutz

Beverages by June Emanuel
These readings are very informal and low-6- /5&7 , 18&
be intimidated 9 share your poems! Or just come to
enjoy the wine, the words, and the company.

Saturday Meeting Dessert Sign-up List
Thanks to the following people for offering to bring a
yummy treat to our monthly luncheon meetings. Here
is the current list.

Apr 12 Shirley Ensrud
May 10 Sister Margaret Mary

Poets and poetry lovers 9 :+ .(80& <.& , 1%589B&
National Poetry Month! Be sure to
enjoy all of the parades, fireworks
displays, sold-out celebrations, and
celebrity appearances honoring the
cherished work of poets in America.

Well, okay. At least go to Poetry Daily
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Another idea: consider attempting National Poetry
Writing Month (NaPoWriMo)9 an unofficial effort by
poets across the country to generate a poem a day for
% & 1% & , 19%F=9E 63/&(@, <& - WW%B.%28&%k &
late.) And, of course, be sure to attend as many local
poetry events as you can, like the upcoming SMPS
meetings.

H1&+ .(& RE- §,&, $2 trip to Minneapolis for the

SlamMN Poetry Slam Semifinals. On Saturday, April
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On Thursday, April 17, our Third Thursday Poetry

Night will feature Derek Liebertz and Sandy Newbauer.
Details are included below!

On a practical note: Our thanks to Yvonne Cariveau,
who has volunteered to serve as recording secretary
for SMPS. Thanks, Yvonne! Enjoy our month!

Regards,
B8Q3A8,

Proud Member of

TWIN RIVERS
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SMPS Events

I SMPS Road Trip: Sigh up now!

Tuesday, April 8th at 8:00pm

Kieran& Pub, Minneapolis

If you would like to join SMPS members for a road-trip
%&(- . $1IDA<3IKLEL (11- $+, ;(08D.H8$4 CQA, - % &
Slam, contact Jana Bouma immediately (either call
243 - 4050 or email jpouma@hickorytech.net) so she
can reserve seating and arrange car pools. This event,
the SlamMN Semi-Finals, will feature semi-finalists
competing for the honor of traveling to the National
Poetry Slam.

I Saturday Luncheon Meeting: Writing Poetry in
a Small Town

Saturday, April 12h

Meal at 12:30pm R&program/meeting at 1:00pm

Emy Frentz Arts Guild

Featuring guest speaker Phil Bryant, Associate

Professor of English, Gustavus Adolphus College. No

cost to attend. Bring a lunch and beverage.
Dessert provided by Shirley Ensrud.

I Third Thursday Evening: Poetry and Wine!
Thursday, April 17th at 7:00pm

Emy Frentz Arts Guild

No cost to attend. Featuring readings by Sandy
Newbauer and Derek Liebertz. An open mike reading
session E(;;&;, EX¥ , 188- &H/ISBHS.- &, <.&oems, or
come just to listen!

Beverages provided by Sue Chambers

@), <&3G-18%-1-E- 28, <. SMPS membership
for 2008 yet, send your renewal form to Dorla
Wachter today!
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from January 1st to December 31st 2008.

See the membership form on the outside of this
newsletter mailing. Thank you!

I Good Thunder Reading Series: Fiction Writer
Leigh Allison Wilson

Thursday, April 17th

MSU Centennial Student Union

Talk on craft: 3:00pm, Ostrander Auditorium.

Reading: 7:00pm, Room 253.

! Call for poems!

Submission Deadline: Saturday, April 19th

!What Light: This Week& Poem* seeks poems to be
featured on the mnartists.org website. For details, go
to www.mnartists.org.

! 1The Face of Poetry"

Now through Wednesday, April 30th

Open Book ( www.openbookmn.org )

1011 Washington Ave S, Minneapolis

A photographic exhibition and accompanying poetry
readings, discussions, and workshops.

! Reading: Patricia Smith, nationally renowned
performance poet

Monday, April 7th at 6:00pm

Plymouth Congregational Church

1900 Nicollet Ave, Minneapolis

Telephone: (612) 871 - 7400

! Reading: Lucille Clifton, NOMMO African
American Author Series

Thursday, April 24th at 7:30pm

Hubert H. Humphrey Center, U of M, Minneapolis

Lucille Clifton is a National Book Award winner.

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased by calling

(612) 624 - 2345. Visit http://blog.lib.umn.edu/lib-

web/events for more details.

! Reading: Amiri Baraka, NOMMO African
American Author Series

Wednesday, April 30th at 7:30pm

Lucille Clifton is a National Book Award winner.

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased by calling

(612) 624 - 2345. Visit http://blog.lib.umn.edu/lib-

web/events for more details.

! Spring LOMP meeting: ! Poetry and Roses"
Saturday, April 12th
Editor!s note: We hope youlll attend our own SMPS
meeting, but this is another option to include poetry in
your Saturday if you're not in town.
Holiday Inn Express, Roseville
Schedule of Events
8:30am Registration and coffee
8:45am Board Meeting/LOMP Poetry Sharing
10:00am General Assembly/Business
11:00am Speaker Margaret Hasse: "Larks & Owils:
Exploring poetry's family tree, personal
writing practices and individual poems"
12:15pm Buffet Luncheon
1:30pm  Seminar: Submitted LOMP poems kindly
discussed by Margaret Hasse
3:30pm Door Prizes
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The Emy Frentz Arts Guild

523So. 2™ st., Mankato, MN

(Eastsideof 2™ St., beween Chary and Warren
Streets, next to the YWCA)

Madison

SMPS Officers

President: Jana Bouma
(507) 243-4050

jbouma@hickorytech.net

John Rezmerski
rez@gac.edu

Vice President:

Regional VP Susan Chambers
poetsue@aol.com
Treasurer: Dorla Wachter

cwachtl@hickorytech.net

Recording Secretary  Yvonne Cariveau
ycariveau@gmail.com

Derek Liebertz
bajanorthwest@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor

Publicity Geraldine Tostenson
gerrytos@hickorytech.net

Correspondence Sec. Sandra Newbauer
snewbauer0147 @charter.net
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Last month Jana had newsletter duty so !Less than
90R * took a short break. How about a fresh challenge
for National Poetry Month? 18n feeling generous, so
I&e written the first line for you. All you have to do for
April& challenge is to finish this short poem. It can be
a couplet or longer, your choice. To add a bit of focus
though, answer this question as you conclude the
thought: what is Mom cooking?

Twins tussle in tall grass with bright bruises;
the clock crows and they cringe R late for dinner.
[ R your line(s) here R ]

As always, let this be a fun stream-of-unconsciousness
exercise taking no more than 90 seconds. Whether it
rhymes is up to you.

Just as a poem can be seen to have multiple
meanings, poetry itself is important to people for
different reasons. To me, poetry is a way to balance
my techno-centric lifestyle; it keeps me from leaning
too heavily on one half of my brain. Whatever your
reason may be, | hope you nurture your love of the
written word. | encourage you to make time in your
schedules for reading or writing at least once a week.

Along that vein, | have been reading new authors this
week and want to share one. This comes from Jillian
Weise& book ! The Amputee& Guide to Sex*. The
poem quoted below is entitled !Cur*:

Let them then say
I was in pain, that dog

that persistent barking
bitch; my love for you

is obstinate as an itch
in a body cast.

Wow. Strong stuff. Embrace National Poetry Month
and see what new gems you can find or write!

Your editor,! " # " $
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Be sure to keep SMPS as a part of your life! Just fill out the form below and send it with your membership fee to
treasurer Dorla Wachter. Thanks for supporting SMPS!

SMPS Membership year: January 1 to December 31,2008

SMPS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:

Address:

E-Mail address:

Home Phone: Other Phone:

New member: Renewing member:
Dues enclosed: Regular ($1500)  Student ($750)

City, State, Zip Code: i
Mail application and check to Dorla Wachter , SMPS Treasurer, 224 W. 5" St. . Mankato, MIN 56001 .

SMPS members are encouraged fo also become members of the League of Minnesota Podls (hittp.//www.mnpoels.orq).,



http://www.mnpoets.org/

