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WELCOME TO ALL SMPS MEMBERS!

"MINNESOTA BOUND"--QUR THEME AS
MPS LENDS A HELPING HAND WITH THE
'NFSPS CONVENTION

Don’t forget we have A NEW MEETING
PLACE!

SMPS OCTOBER MEETING

R s SATURDAY, October 11, 1986
W e BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE

734 MARSH

MANKATO, MINN. 58001

E1°30 7€ 8:34 PuM.
DUTCH TREAT LUNCH $4.75

®, - 2
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Bethany College is on the "top of the
Hill"--the easiest way to get there ig
Lo go up either Main Street, or
Madison Avenue, and watch for the
518ns to Bethany College. Go through
the main gates, and park anywhere
along the road. Go through the door
on the southeast side of the Main
building, and follow the corrider to
Lthe cafeteria., Signs will be rosted.
There are neo stairs to climb.

Our thanks to all who attended our

ceptember meeting, and took time to
share what they did over the summer,
a5 well as their poetry.

PET PEEVES PET PEEVES PET PEEVES

1

r g,

[Editor’s note: 1. ]

Each month we will

. : , 6
highlight the Pet Peeves of some -2%
you haven’t filled out. a 5/

member—-if
form, please do s0]

Z

SHIRLEY ENSRU

D is reall ut ] :
1 L e y p off when

5 people saying “I seen”

S : and
'I have went" . Both are Erammatical ly
incorrect, and often misused, "I have

went™ does not have subject-v
agreement. Verbhs

for singular and p
in the present and
tenses. Recall that
perfect tense ig
of the Present-te
éHAS UR HAVE) "He has gone” "The
ave gone', (Taken from ENG
REVIEW MANUAL, James A. GowenLISH
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1985)

erb

have different forms
lural subjects cnly
Fresent perfect
the present

formed by adding one
nse forms of HAVE

b ?E?

= Ll = \
THISTLEDOWN has a new look this issue!
Your editor would greatly apprec;ate
any comnments--especially suggestilons

about. future features! Thiz is your
newslietter, so send along any
intTormation you would like to see
st T aded . Thanks i Sue Chambers



Hoqnpny fugof

'HEGDORE ROETHKE  THEODORE ROETHEE

=]

THE DECISAION
i
What shakes the eye but the invisible?

Running from God’s the longest racs of

all.
A bird kept haunting me when I was

young -~
That phoebe’'s slow retreating from its

song,
Mor could I put that sound out of my

mind,
The sleepy sound of leaves in a light

wind,
IT

Kising or falling’'s all one
discipline!

The line of my heorizon’s growing thin!
Which iz the way® 1 cory ta the dread

black,

The shifting shade, the cinders at my
back.

Which 1s the way? I ask, and turn to
g0,

As a man turns to face on-—-coming snow.

Route 2, Hox 86
Good Thunder, MN 56037

Chambers

|




7SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT
SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Each month, this spot will
highlight a SMPS member. The method by
which this person is picked will be totally
random, and will utilize those handouts
members have previously submitted. If you
have not filled cut a handout, please
regquest on=e (1f by mail, s=end a SASE,
please).

LORAINE SCHWANKE MUELLER

Loraine is a new member, but not a new
poet. She is also a LOMP member, and a
member of the South Dakota State Poetry
Society. Loraine likes poetry because it
comes so naturally-—-she Jjust thinks
poetically, and has written poetry since
she was a child.

She has receive much of her inspiration
from poetry workshops, and poetry society
mestings, and loves to be challenged. We
hope to continue challenging her!

Loraine also loves music, and plavs the

piano, and has even composed. She likes to
visit those who need a 1li1ft, and often .
takes along her poetry to read. We have

found her companionship at our meetings to
be a "1lift" — welcome Loraine, and thank'
vou for being such an enthusiastic member!

Projmm,

OUR NOVEMBER SPEAKER:

DR. VICTORIA AMADOR

Mankato $tate University Professor of.
Creative writing, also a published wirte
will speak. Her topic is

"Poems in Autumn and Autumn in Poems”
Dr. Amador has joined the staff at MSU a
we are happy she is able to take time ou
of her busy schedule to share poetry wit
s

This will be exciting! Plan to attend!

Welcome —

& your reservation,

1f you have not mad call Bil

signed up at the last meeting,
Johnson 387-3730.

Z il
BRING A FRIEND!!! 1%53*53/
4
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CCTOBER ASSIGNMENT:

The TERZA RIMA: Interlinking rhymes, that
is aba, bcb, cde, ded, ee. A terza rima
may be formed of four three line stanzas
with a couplet. This makes a fourteen 1line
poem, and has been used by Poets from Dante
(DIVINE COMEDY), Robert Browining (THE
STATUE AND THE BUST), and Edna St. Vincent
Miliay (DIRGE).

COMING EVENTS

SMPS has been invited to participate in a
ORCHESIS presentation of Poetry interpreted
. through dance. The program will take place
on November 28th, at 8:00 p.m. . Plan to
attend and support your local poets, and
dance students. Further information can be
obtained by contacting Francis Cobb at MSU.

“ympathy

Qur heartfelt thoughts are with

members Helen Simcox, whose mother recently
died; Barbara Stevens, whose father
recently died; and for Roy and Willie
Moore, whose brother is terminally 111

Get Weld Wiskes

SMPD extends lovimg Get Well Wishes to
MILDRED HOPPE, who is recovering from foot
ey

Assipmnenss TN

PRAIRIE BREAD UPDATE

SMPS will soon publish their second bog;.
Patricia Johnson, Editor, has requested
that each member of SMPS submit up to 10
longer poems, and & short poems, so that
there will be plenty of material to select
from. Please make your submissions by the
November meeting, so that we can maks sure
our publication comes out in time for the
National Federaticn Convention in June.

LOMP NEWS

The Newest edition of the MOCCASIN is
out! OUR LOMP publication needs your
support. Buy one, two, three, twenty copies
as gifts. Think ahead to Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Wouldn’t you really rather
give a gift of this quality, rather than
Just "another card"? At only $2.3%0 plus
postage and envelope (.75), this ig ART at
a bargain!

Qrder your copies today!!'

REMEMEER! Copies of the MOCCASIN are
available on the book table at each meeting
of S8MPS. Don't you know someons who would
appreciate a "Jjust thinking of you" gift
which is unigue and QUALITY?

The Rules and categories for the 1987 LOMF
Contest are out! Do you know sometne wihi
would be interested 1in entering® D

know a teascher who might like to dimirddil
them to her class€ PEEHST qu
for as many GOpies as neefsd.

reguest is coming by mail, Ppioasd I
g A EBR. . Thank You!l

Sium Climinss

I 1 |




SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT

* SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT *
{EDITOR’S NOTE: Fach month, this spot
will highlight a SMPS member. The
method by which this person is picked
will be totally random, and will
utilize those handouts members have
previously submitted. If you have not
filled out a handout, please request

one (1f by mail, send a SASE,
please). ].

SMPS member LUELLA OLSON

Luella faithfully attends SMPS

meetings with her sister, Gertrude.

They travel from Winthrop, Minnesota

to attend, =0 her presence is always

greatly appreciated. She has also

attended LOMP meetings, as recently as
i the fall Duluth meeting. Luella’s
favorite form of poetry is the
narrative form, so she should enjoy
hearing the assignment poewms at our
October meeting.

Luella is an active member of her
church, and its varied organizations,

" and attends Study Club (Federated) and
¥E¥W Auxiliary. She tats, and enjoys
crocheting and reading--especially
historical novels and biographies.

S/Luella was among our Associate Members

whio were saluted at our Deec., 1383
meeting for untiring devotion to SMPS.
We mre PROUD to have Luella Olson as a
SMIPPE Membiey |

(,')) ' Y Wy |
Come Join the Fun!

Frogram_

OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER:
Sigurd Lee, Professor, Bethany College

His topic will be the importance of
the oral presentation of our poetry.
To illustrate his point, he will
utilize the services of theater
students from Bethany College, as well
as his own presentations from the
works of William Shakespeare.

This will be exciting! Plan to attend!
If you have not made your reservation,
or signed up at the last meeting, call

Bilil Johnson 387-3730.

BRING A FRIEND!!!




SMPS News

",

A Notes

COMING EVENTS

SMPS has been invited to participate
in ORCHESIS presentation of Poetry
interpreted through dance. Qur poens
are needed, You may submit several.
Mail clean copies to:

Florence A. Cobb

Mankatoc State University

Box 28

Mankato, Minn. 56001
Our poems will be set to music, and
performed at a program to be held on
NOVEMBER 20th, at B8:00 p.m. (Remember.
this dorez ronstitute a publication of
your poem)

G’ch Assigrnesnt——.

omrTmMBuR ASSIGNMENT :

The Narrative Poem--a poem telling a
story about a person, place or thing.
In it, the poet tells the story as if
he had been a spectator. One
commentator states that narratives are
not lyrical. (But see--Longfellow’s
HIAWATHA, Edgar Lee Masters’ SPOON
RIVER ANTHOLOGY)

SUBJECT: (If you can think of an idea)
PROGRESS OF WOMEN OR WOMAN

40 lines or less.

Symparty

SMPS extends their sympathy
to Verna Larsen, who recently lost

a sister and a niece.

Personal Mention

LOMP NEWS

The fall meeting in Duluth was well
attended by SMPS members. Much poetry
was shared, friendships renewed, and
there was a great deal of enthusiastic
support for the upcoming NFSPS
convention next June.

The Newest edition of the
MOCCASIN is out! OUR LOMP publication
needs your support. Buy one, two,
three, twenty copies as gifts. Think
ahead to Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Wouldn’t you really rather give a gift
of this quality, rather than just
"another card”"? At only $2.50 plus
postage and envelope {.75), this is
ART at a bargain!

Order your coplies today!!!

BLANCHE HUNTZICKER has moved to
Hillcrest Nursing Home, in Mankato,
and all cards and letters can raach
her there. SMPS good wishes guo

with her.
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WELCOME TO aLL SMPS MEMBERG
“MINNESOTA BOUND”--OUR THEME AS SMPE
LENDS A HELPING HAND WITH THE NFEPS
CORVENTION
PET PEEVES PET FPEEVES PET PEEVER
Don’t Torget wse have A NEW MEETING PLACE! [Pultur s note: Lach month we will
. Peeves of some member-—1ii

nlghllght the Pe
you haven't fil
oMPS NOVEMBER MEETING =0. ]

SATURDAY, November 8, 1988

BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE ROY B. MOORE is continually irritated by

thoze poets who do not have broad norizons,

734 MARSH Ly

i
q

led out a form, please do

MANITATO, MINN. 56001 but only write thomes limited to one
topic—-sueh as nature, religion, personal
11:30 ™S 3:30 PLM. life or politics.
UTCH TRBAl 1.UNCH
Another writing aquirk which makes him winoce
PARKING available where is the lack of meter or rbymes (inner or
iucﬁqe main gate. y outer ).

rea ( - He can all benefit by revicwing our poems
N o make sure we do bt dwell oo just one
= - " .('

& SPECIAL THANK YOU TC our September topio-the best cure for poor ryhmes and
speaker, Professor Sigurd Lee of Bethany m
Iollege, and to hiz able and t alented
amsiatants, Alayne Angstman an 4 Jrmhn

i

rois to read the peoen alolud!

Langr. They did a sxcellent and
eritartaining Job of showing us how bo
Lrecert our plhetry in public Thank you s

mich, aud please join us fTor ITuture

meeT Ay !
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Even the sun-clouds this morning cannot

manage such skirts.
Nor thes woman in the ambulance

Whose red nheart blooms tChroush her coat so

astoundiagly---

A gift, a love gift

Utterly unasked for

By a sky

Palely and flamily

Igniting its carbon monoxides,

Dulled to a halt under bowlers,

O my God, what am |

by eyves

That these late mouths should cry open
In a forest of frost, in a dawn of

cornflowvers.

|

Good Thunder, MN 56037

Route 2, Box 85

Chambers




- BSPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT ‘ »
" SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT 010" /&SS!JVWZL"‘L..

TEDITOR’S NOTE: Each month, this spot will DECEMBER ASSIGNMENT :

highlight a SMPS member. The method by

which this person is picked will be totally Write a strong Chrj ;
random, and will utilize those handouts Christmas poei ;?zﬁszmgif?gem. Wr}te A
members have previocusly submitted. I1f you something more imaginative gint ?Wlﬁt,
have not filled out a handout, please card or old Carocl. Those h an & Hallmark
reguest one (if by mail, send a SASE, place-~but we, as e ave their
please). write uniquely! ’ ust strive to

MEG KRAMER MEG KRAMER MEG KRAMER MEG KRAMER

At the age of 62, Meg was forced into
retirement by arthritis. Did that slow her
down®%? Of course not, not our MEG! She
decided since she could no longer play the
organ in the Congregational Church at
Fairmont or her piano, she needed ancther
outlet for her ereative urges, so she
turned her hand to poetry. She had not
written poetry before, but writes
beautifully and has already taken home cash
prizes for her efforts.

Christmas Erg%mm,

OUR DECEMBER PROGRAM:

Music is traditional during the Chr%stmag

& geason, and we share in that tradition with
. the help of a very special guest, CQROL

' SMITH. &s in past years, she will bring her

‘suitar and share her beautiful voice and

bring us the wonderful carols of Christmas.

Y

We also hope her QUARTET will be able to
/-join her. _

Meg has written for two newspapers, and
before retirement, taught in South Dakota
and Welcome, Minnesota. §£She has four
children, seven grandchildren and many

o L el .xﬁﬁ. Plan to attend! Bring your f?mi%i ?o Shere
; . s X i amily:

Meg enjoys camping, belonging to Great T in the warmth of gur izjtrZservation, or

Books in Fairmont, and attending symphony If you have mot m? etymeeting call Bill

concerts. Her favorite poets include zigned up(at tbeo as E

Shakespeare, Keats, Whitman, Frost and Johnson 387-3730.

Dickiunson. =
BRING A FRIEND! !

Dur deepest Sympathy to member Kathie

Lutes, upon the death of her husband,
Kichard.

It should come as no surprise that many
include MEG KRAMER as a favorite poet, and
we are proud she 1s a member of LOMP and
SMPS!
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New  Wnling “Nemoers:

soine e fsw writins

ia Amador
Mankato, Minn.

Holidays MP{{ 7‘7&%

Special Coming Events -

Gikt Everyoue
“Can Use...

o~

edition of the MOOCASIN is

ﬁankato i3 currently celehratling = PESTIVAL The Nowest $8

OF LIGHTS. Thousands of soft white oLt ! OUR LOMP publication needs your

. Y 4 . b _ L I ; { eibaid = — - R )

twinkling lights frame the twin bluff support. Buy one, twn., three, twenity coplms
Sl - Lo AL =

-
as gifus Think ansad to Christmas. .
= il ; s o e m S EE 8T
s 3 re owon realll rather give 2
Wouldn 't yo - st Vanather

. 1 B L T - | | |3

" _ ——— w . thits auality, ralber thas J==r 707
THE MERELY FLAYERS are presenting ard“? At only $2.50 plus_pocstase wnd

= ; L - | - & H A 5 - o
CINDERELLA" December H -7, at 8 p.m., ab snvielape (.76), ehie th BRT 8§ 8 Bprgeim
I, g ; . A ' aenve lape - ;
xhe Lincoln Community Center. in Mankato. Arder your coples toaay.::
Call the Center fur info. T

towns.,  Surely we can Tind a poem in all
the beauty hers!

" Ba | REMEMBER! Copies of the MOCCASIN are
he Mankato Ballet Company is presenting “éilablw om the bock table i sach meeting
the “"NUTCRACKER" Ballet, Dec. 12 -14, 7 ;% MPS. Don’t vyou Know sSomeone who vould
p.m. at Fitzgerald Middle Schosl. Cail ﬁpﬂzeeﬁéte & A il i =1 ngt“
s e ;hjﬁb ES =0 spécial and has such QUALITY®

Cherry Creelk Theatre presents "Walkin’ Jim
Stoltz” on Dec.3., at 8 p.m. This ig a

special concert by a folk troubador who
combines amazing skil
A deen, rich voice.

PRAIRIE BREAD TUPDATE

Have you made vour zubmissions to FRAIRIE
BREAD yvet? Time iz very short! Contact
Pairicia Johnson immediately LI wou wish b
he a part of this SMPS publication. We
hope to have the book back from Ll
printers in time for the NESPE Convernt

i June.
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fEditor’s note: Each month we will
highlight the Pet Peeves of some member—-i
yvou haven’t filled out a form, please do
S0, ]

. All of us know of some sort of English

. uzage which grates on our sars, or nerves.
"Bill Johnson szsuffers when he is exposed tc
archaic words in poetry.

Archaism ... "gives warning that the word i
dangercus except in the hands of an
experienced writer who can trust his sense
of congruity...Archaic words thrust into a
commonblace context to redeem its

WELCOME

TO ALL SMPS MEMBERS!

crdinariness are an abomination” (excerpt
N . “ from A DICTIONARY OF MODERN ENGLISH USAGE
MINNESOTA BOUND"--OUR THEME AS SMPS by H.W. Fowler)

LENDS A HELFPING HAND WITH THE NFSPS
CONVENTICHN

One example of a archaic word that "gets
to" Bill is the word "STRIFE". '
It spoils any poem where it is used in
Bill’s eyes.

Come, celebrate the Christmas Season with
special friends:

SMPS DECEMBER MEETING

SATURDAY, Decemberl3, 1986

BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE ’
734 MARGH

MANKATO, MINN. 56001

11:30 TO 3:30 P.M.
DUTCH TREAT LUNCH

. . PARKING available anywhere> NEW YEARSRESOLUTION #1
inside main gate. Pay your SMPS Dues early!

’(W eaw .d' w 2 - Only $6.00, and this includes
” 1 . a sﬂbscripéion +o THISTLEDOWN.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO our November @ Jy
speaker, Dr. Vietoria Amador, who shared ! RESOLUTICON

Join LOMP! Membership is

her exciting poetry with us, and who
sparked our imaginations. We are pleased $10.00' it hemeenle -3
the MOCCASIN, and much more!

to anncunce that we will see Victoria at
future meetings, and will be able to enjoy

her works again, as she has joined us.
WELCOME !




. .Three thousand feet uyp! Up the side of

. 11
Mt. Crumpit, (1] |
He rude with his load to the tiptop to dump \ i'l {5
it! LLUA R
"Pooh-paooh to the WHOS!" he was Ll il | 1

grinch-ish-ly humming. b
“They’ re finding uubt pow thal: no Christmas [ :' fdd
is coming! | Wl E(
"They’ re just waking up! I know JUST what 1 1 |
they'll do! R \
"Their mouths will hang open a minute or '

two

"Then the WHOS down in WiO-ville will all

cry BOO-HOO! =
"Thal’s a noise, ™ grirnmed the Grinch, Wttt “\\
“"That I simply MUST hear!” / 5
So he paused. And the Grinch put his hand [ f‘ 8

to his ear. rge At
And he DID hear a sound rising over the A s
SHOW.

It started in low. Then it started to
BIrfov. ..

But. the sound wasn't S5AD!

Why., this sound sounded MEKRY!
It couldn’t be so!

But. it WAS merry! VERY! 3 '

lle stared down at WHO-ville!

The Grinch popped hic esyes!

Then he shook!

What he saw was a shocking surprise!

Ever WHO down in Who--ville, the tall and

the small,

Was singinng! Without any presents at all!

He HADN't stopped Christmas from coming!

IT CAME!

Somehow or other, it came just thu same!

And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet

ice-cold in the snow,

Stood puzzling and puzzling: "How COULD it

be so%

"It came without ribbons! It came without

tags!

"It came withoul paclkages, bozes or bags!”

And he puzzled three hours, till his

puzzler was sore.

THEN the Grinch thought of something he

hadn’t bhefore! s~

"Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “"DOESN’T §

come from a store,

“Maybe Christmas. .. perhaps...means a litile 3%

bit more!” §§
excerpt Trow HOW THE GRINCH STOLE g“‘.g

CHRISTMAS by Dr. Scuss (1957} géig

56001

732 CGarfield

Wilfred % Patricia Johnson
No. Mankato, Mn,




JANUARY AZSIGNMENT:

ITALIAN[PETRARCHA
TS i

Nis
Like any zonnst, i°
fourteen lines of ia

tivat iz, fourresn ia ive-foob
iines. Rhythm iz the f accented and
unaccented Pvlab ss. iamhic Toot 1s a

ary anosntor

et T e T

of & sonnet i

eni wards in each

L300F & l‘[’i;"!l}c‘. WiSrd .

17 aside from other
patitern: abba, abbs,

zztet, or last =i lines,
cd od ed. The first

e, cde

z2ight
alled the octave, and it is not
rermitted to brsak or vary the cctave
pattern and rhyme schems. The first
gquatrain should intreoduce the thems, the
second is a developement of theme. The
sestet leaves room for c
nontemplation,

i v

lines are ¢

ontrast,
and conclusion.
(This excellent sxplanation of the [(talian
Sonnet 18 an exesrpt from "THE STUDY AND
WRITING OF POETRY: AMERICAN WOMEMN POETS
DIGCUSE THEIR CRAFT" , sdited by Wauneta

Hackleman; sonnet information by Guanebta
Gardon

NOTE: The poem on
an Italian Sonnet.

Come.... Join 5. ..

the back is an example of ]

Ty own membsrs have Dee / ‘hard
sresent a 1ively Panal [ sxion o Dhe
Eiv&- of "Maszter Poets . fhose presentin
rhe gto%ram Vaelude’ MAléraa ﬁbgge Joﬁn
'-... om o E R AT
Kolbhe, rlwd‘*h Cock and Sharl En :
Plan to attend! Bring your i lv to sh
S B Ced B i L L

in the warmth of our Pretry famlly!

F E] v —F “

If you have pot made your reser id%iogtli
signed up at the last meating. <a i

Johnson 3B7-3730.

iE
Ty

BRING A FRIEND!!:

FEEVES PET PEEVES PET PEEVES

Who among uz have nob wincsd wl

= han hearing
incorrect grammer used in conv ]

erzation?
Today, it seems that even on radic and

television, clear grammatical errors
allowed to stand.

BONNIE WOLLE knows the pain of hearing
someone tell her " he DON'T care”
DON’T do it that way’., ebc.

are

i sha

Remember--our =ars somstimes get accusio

to these sounds when they are repeated o
and over. This is why i1t iz sa importan
to revise and rewrite.




SMEPE EVENTE

SHFG 1= ready to help host the NFSPS
Conventions in June. An assignment lizt
for workers iz attached., Remamber, we need
YOUR help to make this convention one of
the BEST ever auu“?ded if there are
additional dutiss ‘1luh you would like
undertake, plsase conbtact Bill Jaohnson
further asaignments.

H ot

O
{ha

Alsw, if you have somethipg “uniguely
Minnes;tan which could be used as a door
prize, vlease let the members of that
committs know, risht away.

Your support is wital! We want to shine as
an organization in June Thank You for
vour -continued suporn.

8MPL Dues are now payable!
Please Lbake the time today to renew!
Bend vour €6€.00 tc our Treaszurer:
John Kolbe
224 1/2 Carroll Street
Mankato, Minn. 56001

LOMFP DUES of $10.00 are also dus NOW!

Send them in today. Your financial support
iz needed greatly!

PRAIRIE BREAD UFPDATE [

SEMPE 2nd publication iz in the making! He
hope to have the book back from the
printerz in time for the NFSPS Convention
in June.

There iz a Bookroom which is open during
much of the convention. all sales of
personal and organization publications are
coordinated through that room.

T s
2 S

LOMP 7\W5 e %
Notés
REMEMBER! Copies of the MOCCASIN are
available on the book table at each meetin
nf SMPS. Don’t vyou know scmeons who would
appreciate a " just thinking of JOu“_gift
which is so special and has such QUALITY?

The Rules and categorie==s fo
Crmtest are out! Do wyou knc

'3
woild be interested in ente
krnow a teachker who might 1i 5! s
them to her olass? Flease ask Sus Chamber
for as many copies as needsd.  T1f your
requast iz soming by mail, please =nclose

S0 S E. & Thank You!
This contest has a JULY, 1387 deadline.

LOMP is also spongoring a "CONVENTION
MADNESS"” Poetry contest--deadline iz Feb.
15th., You could win your lodging and
meals, as well as registration, at the
NFSPS Convention June 18th through the
22nd. Send a £.A.8. E. to Sue Chambers;
RR2, Box 86, Good Thunder, Minn. 58037 (or

complete rules.
. =
~ Hegad
X




SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT
SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT

ONICA HAACK MONICA HAACK MONICA BAACK
MONICA HAACK

— e —

Monica’s own confession: I love Peopie,
________ roems and posieg" Sums up this wonderfiyl
§oﬂT§E§N-MYN§E§0;A—POETS * SOCIETY woman. She hag ] ong held
Volume ~7 Issue 15

the post of
Corresponding Secretary for both SMPS

_ LOMP, sending thoughtful,
o il SMPg MEMBERS !

on behalf of oyr organizat
who is 111 or has lost a ]
"MINNES:TA BOUND "~ -0
LENDS A HELFING HAND WITH
CONVENTION ~June ig - 29

and

Personal lette;

ions to SHEON
WEL COME oved one.
E THEME ac SMPg Monice has often Wi
THE NF¥sps ber “gems",
1987 of all to
King in the NEW Year

with POETRY FRIENDS!
SMPE JANTARY M

Irm T,
L0

pPOstry combests
but states that
L Aan share roetry on a
with family ang friends.

witl
she likes moe.
Personal bas

Herdavorite Fmets inciude Edgar Guest,
THNG Lungfw}jow, and Hobert Frost, She likes
BATUBDAY, “RLuary 1o, 1ssv simple, eamily understandabl e Poems, angd
BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE especially likes humorous poetry-—"The
734 MAREH world needs laughter’
i WM., &
e

Menica notes
are the mozt

that her Tamily and friends
important things

in her
life--and she is &n importani part of o
=y group, and =
FARW NG avallable anvwhere
inside main gate

sherizhed member of LOME an
SMPE

ppreciation_

& SPECIAL THANK vou 1o

Ll TG OUR
ENTERTAINER: . nrpwr

T T AT T
ECEMEER

NAARD AND HOWAED RAUGE. Theay
Frovided 5 delightful Brogram of

MUSIe, with o emphasis on

writien by Bosts. 14 pgt

Christmas Moo
Howaraq

al
THANE von .

COMING EVENTS . T,
[,Iﬁ _;_N'., b - e e "41‘.“":_ W
?.M =ditor alwayvs welcomes news ?llf

our sditor alwa i repecially as
ig happening in our regiwh.luTN-ﬁiw

g, iy tes to literature and poetry

i R o -~ et - g

Please et me inow of yvowrevents i
SO HE e,

it vela




SONNET 43 '

Elizabeth Barrett Browning !
How do I love thee? Let me count the w§§g.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and
height =
My soul can reach, when feeling o@t‘oﬁfﬁf
sight ’|‘1\\|
For ends of Being and ideal GRacel |11 1]
I love thee to the level of every day’s
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight.
I love thee freely, az men strive for
Right;
I love thee purely, as they turn from
Praise.
I love thee with the passion put tou use
In my old griefs. and with my childhood’s
faith.
I love theewith a love ]I seemed to’lose
With my lost saints—-1 love theewith the
breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life!--and, if God
choose,
I shall but love thee bebtter after death.

g
o ¥
g%
ol
3%

|

Wilfred % Patriciz Johnson
722 Garfield “ve.

56771

¥n,

No, Mankato,




FEBRUARY ASSIGNMENT:
VISSER SONNET. Like the ITALIAN SONNET,

with iambic pentamiter, and the same rhyme'
pattern: abba, abba, cde, ode. The sestet,

or last gix lines, may differ as: ¢d cd
cd. The Visser sonnet differs in that the
rhyvmes are not at the end of lines, but

FBrogram_ XN

OUR FEBRUARY PROGRAM:

It is almost contest time! Have you mad
s?art on entering any contests?® This is
big year for us, and we would like

convention goers to know

: how man
scattered internally. The poet is free to ¥ good

choose the location of the rhyme within the
line, as 1t is totally random. It is

boets SMPS has. But we can’ i
You enter the contestg! Whothgz iznugéi
contests then anyone else in SMPS? BILL
et ko bl Bt ol oF bho af LRl Himee AND PATRICIA JOHNSON, of course. They v
S e, ot o R N trebe Manhs: sPpcmadent oo share the secrets of how to enter, and w
B ATDEAE PV crmnt o wit Thes Toee) Wi _ cgntestg. This should be a lively
e s o U el We St hrwts on discussion! Bring your poems and be
this form, and Zave her kind permission to PYPRASSR (Lo by manivated
print this sample:
. If you have not made your reservation, o
signed up at the last meeting, call 3311

AUNT SARAH’S SALE : Johnson 387-3730.
The dear familar things have little worth-
They ' re marred by scratches, cracks, and

F BRING A FRIE W =
A FRIEND! !¢ — - -
ﬁ‘ cryphic staing, \ : ‘7’:; | .l *\elwm
] B No item matches any other one, 3 "lﬁgg ‘9))z
| &)
A

And vet my heart to each of them still | '

clings.
No Chippendales, Reveres, fine Mings nor
Spodes-—

Just pinewood chairs and chests with

latches off,

Each dime store plate, and hatches of COMING EVENTS
briiliant jell- &

B

a

A = . - Your editor always welcomes news about w
Yy eye now stings with tears to see them is happerning in our region, especially a

ail), it relates to literature and poetry.
. : Please let me know of yor svents--well i
C Toe me a thousand dollars could not buy advance,
o The pleasure that her wooden rocker gave
e ?r ?hg comiort of her feather bed at night! Mankato State University invites us %o o
& J‘Eignwgo see her sewing box, and fern, to theater productions as a group, and
d Her aoried pot, her doilies and her clock- receive a group discount., Groups of 18
e For Aunty’'s qudwshe’li use these things no more may attend upcoming performances of
gt MACBETH (2/26 - 5/8) or PIRATES OF PENZ2
(B /L - BA1 Héegular admission is £5.1

nups pay only $4.00. if there is &

¥
pterest, we will send around a sign up
shee 18l also will arrange for a speal

:Frer the perfomance.

oo fFL oo

m




SMFS News

A Notes

SMPS EVENTS
EMPS is ready to help host the NEFIFD
Conventions in Juns. An assignment list
for workers was distributed in the last
THISTLEDOWN. If you did not receive an
assigment, please notify Bill Johnson.
Remember, we need YOUR help to make this
convention one of the BEST ever attended.
If there ares additional duties which you
‘would like to undertake, please contact
‘Bill Johnson for further assignments.

Also, if yvou have something "uniquely
Minnesotan” which could be used as a
prize, please let the members of that
committe know, right away.

[=H
O
(w}
bt

We want to shine as
Thank You for

Your =support is vital!l
an organtization in Juns=.

Py ¥ ey 3 = 4 . 1
oMY Duss are now payahle

Mewss take whe cige today to rensw!
send rour E5. 5 o our Traasurer:
Juhn Kolbe
Ca e A Vidai

nia 172 Carroll Street
Mankato, Minn. 58001

LOMP DUES of 310.00 are.also due NOW!

$end them in today. Your financial Suppe
15 needed greatly!

* LOMP NEWS*

REMEMBER! <Copies of the MOCCASIN are

avalliable on the bock table at =ach meet:
of SMPS. Don’t you know someones who wouls
aprreciate a "just thinking of you" gift
which is so special and has such GUALITYS

The Rules and catsgoriss for thes 1957 LOb
Contest are out! Do vou know someocne whe
would be interested in entering? Do vou

know a teacher who might like to distribu

TR UL continusd suport. them to her class? Pleass ask Sue Chamb:
for as many copies ag nesded, I
rerpuact 13 coming by mail, pleas

5. A 5. E. Thank You!
This contest has a JULY, 1987 deadline.

LOMP is also sponsoring a "CONVENTION
MADNESS" Poetry contest--deadline is Fel
13th. You could win vour lodging and
meals, as well as registration, at the

T owour
2 encloss

e T .

PET PEEVES PET PEEVES PET PEEVES

Qur long distance friend and membear
CHARLOTTE SEWARD is irritated by the
misproncuciation of the following words:
1. PRErogative - not PURR, as pronounced

T e —

NFSPS Convention June 18th through the
by teachers, lgwyers, professional people : 22nd. Send a £.A.%. E. to Sue Chambers;
s well as radio announcers. ; RRZ, Box 86, Good Thunder, Minn. 56037 |
= UMPlF& - not EMpire, which has even complete rules,
been mispronounced by some umpires! ‘I HURRY AND GET YOUR ENTRY TN TODAY! TIME

SHORT, AND YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS THIi:o

o OPPORTUNITY TO WIN!




Qe e 0y SN S PRy SHIRLEY ENSRUD SHIRLEY ENSRUD SHIRLIY

\)\W/\ % Umn NICE ENSRUD

Shirley is one of our newer members, 5u-
shows much skill as a poet. For the=s

you who might not know, Shirlay

e o o, e e e has 3 daughters, 1 foster daughter, 7
SOUTHERN MINNESOTA POETS' SOCIETY grandchildren and 2 foster grandchijidren
Volume ] Issue ‘; - - She lives in Blue Earth, and iz a license
—_— === - === public accountant, with her own office.
WELCOME TO ALL SMPS MEMBERS! (Do you think she writes poetry there
rather than working on tax returns?)

"MINNESGTA BOUND"--OUR THEME_AS SMPS
LENDS A HELPING HAND WITH THi’NFbPS
CONVENTION —June 18 - 22, 1987 i

(COUNTDRDOWHN - only FOUER months left!)

Valentine’s Banquet.

Shirley loves to read, play bridgs and
golf. Some of her children live near hep
so her home is filled witi family membs

shirley believes the Joining SMPS was

e "probably the most productive thing i have
SMPS FEBRUARY MEETING done toward furthering my writing. 1 have
GATURDAY, FER. 14, 1987 written more this year than sver hefops
PETHANY LUTHERAM COLLEGE Her praesence stimulates Msoas well, and we

7534 MARS
MANKATD,

are 2lad she iz = member !

MINME, 368001

- m N .

LIzagr iag 1o POk v i
N e -

MITTOE] T AT T PN :

DUTCH x}u_u.a.» porte ) 5

RHING avallable anvwhare

ingide main zgats.

HAYVE YOU JOIN Ug!

WE WOULD LOVE TC

A SPecial Thanks to ocur cwn members:_
Meredith Cook, Shirley Ensrud, and ﬁlldred |
Hoppe for their excellent presentation on |
Poets of their choice. We thoroughly
enjoyed the talks, and learned much.
you ! U %

g 198t'i<u!m:|k Cargs. inc

IT IS A T-SHIRT CONTEST!!!

T-SHIRTS? Let your imagination run wild!
Each hosting state selils T-Bhirts as a
souvenir at the NFSPS convention, he
year, NFSPS and the state should somehow b
represented,

The state colors of maroon andgold should

Thank

o LW

also be incorporated.

Put your artistic

talents to work!

Bring your ideas to the

next meeting.
best.

Members will vote on the




@UEEHT BRUDERE UL SRS HUE R g BlRLrap o
RUPERT BROCKE

THE HILL

Breatinless, we flung us on the windy hill,
Laughed in the sun. and kizsed the
lovely grass.
You said, "Through glory and ectasy we
pPAasSs;
Wind, sun, and earth remain, the birds ging
still,
When we are old, are old.. .’
die

" "And when we
All’s over that is ocurs: and 1ife burns
on
Through other lovers, other lips,” said I,
~"Heart of my heart, our heaven is now, is
won! " '

"We are Rarth’s best, that learnt her
lesson here.
Life is our cry. We have kept the faith!”
we saild; A

"We shall gc down with unreluctant tresad
Rose-crowned inte the darkness!”...Proud we
were, .
And laughsd, that had such brave trus
things to say.
-And then yveou suddenly cried, and turned
away .

1]
Route 2, Box 86
Good Thunder, MN 56037

|

Wilfred % Patricia Johnson,

732 Garfield

No. Mankato, Mn. S50M





