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‘ MEETING
Saturday, October 10, 1987
BETHANY LUTHERAN COLLEGE

734 Marsh, Mankato

11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

{(Dutch treat lunch)

REMINDERS -

Use West parking lot (Vallev side) and entrance. Please, call Wilfred
Johnson (507/387- 3730) to make lunch reservations, and. the cooks will
love you.

PROGRAM
We will have a workshop on critiqueing.'

Mail an unidentified copy of a poem and a cover sheet giving name,
address, title and first line of the poem to: SMPS Program Committee
c/o I. J. Sarma, 1577 Sharon Dr., N. Mankato, MN 56001

Postmark deadline - October 5, 1987. Preferred are poems of 25 lines
or less. No PERFECT POEMS, please.

The executive board of the SMPS is of the opinion that our programs
provide opportunities for all of us to enhance our writing, and it
appears Lhat a significant number of our memmbers support this view.

Cne thought is that we need more programs which foster active partici-
pation by all members in a quest for insights and practices leading to
better poetry.

In the coming months we will try and evaluate several such programs.

Tn the October workshop, we will try to form several groups, and attempt
to critique unidentified poems. The exact proceedure will depend on

attendance, and will be explained at the outset.

The program commitle will see to it that at least one replicate copy of
each poem sent in is availabie per two attendees.

It is further'suggested that you send a poem which you feel has promise,
but of which you are not sure of and have not read before in public.



SMPSsS NOTES

We welcome new members P. J. Doyle and Mavis Christensen and wish them
good writing. '

All our "Get well!” wishes go to Monica Haack who has a pinched nerve.
Don’'t let that un-nerve vou too much, Monica, and hurry back, you hear!

Don't miss--if you can help it--the writer's conference sponsored by
MINNESOTA INK, at Mankato, on October 24. P. J. Doyle, our new member,
is one of the speakers. Details will be available at our meeting.

LOMEP LIGCHTS

36 poets were in attendance at the fall meeting in Minneapolis September
26 th. Elvira T. Johnson gave an enjoyable talk on: "A Primary Tool -
the Text." Barbara Stevens held the seminar, and I understand it was
guite educational. 33 poems were submitted, and SMPS members walked off
with the lion's share of the awards. Aren’'t you sorry vyou missed the
meeting! 1 am but I HAD TO! Make plans for the future.

The good'turnoﬁt by SMPS members was appreciated, especially the work
done at the registration desk. :

CTSTUEDRE)

J. Sarma, Ed.
1577 Sharon Drive
N. Mankato, MN 56001
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. - Saturday. February 13, 1988
MEET ING . Pethany Lutheran College — Cafeteria
o 734 Marsh, Mankato
11238 a.m. to 3:380 p.m.
Dutch Treat Lunch.

You are requested to phane in lunch réservations to Wiifred Johnson at
b@?:JB?-J?JQ.

PROGRAM

Dr. Donald Youel, PEthEd M5U Professor Emerltus and Head of the English
Depawtment is our guest speaker. He will talk about Chaucer and discuss
and read, in the original Middle English,, excerpts from the Canterbury
Tales. :

ASSIGNEMENT

The assignement was given in last month’s Thistle*Down. 1f you missed it,
it is to be a poem in traditional meter and rhume not to exceed 32 lines
and about the future (ca. 2038 A.D.) - optimistic, persuasives sensitive
and imaginative. Since this is a category in the upcoming NFSPS contest,
write it and consider submitting it to same by February 1%, 1988,

BuESs

I¥ gou have not alreadg'done S0, please plan to pay your SHMPS ($&6.00)
and LOMP ($10.080) dues now. The deadline was January 1. 1988.
Send SMFS dues tm Jahn hulbe, ZZ4 172 Carrol St., Mankatos MN 546861,

LOMP dues showld be mailed to Eleanor Burns, 3415 Lake Avenue S.,
Duluth, MN 53588%. Include a SASE for the LOMP membership card.

LAST MONTH
Hode e 3K N K ¥

We were treated to a well thought out presentation on Carl Sandburg -
the man, the citizen, the poet and his life and work. Thank yous Sue
Chambers. ' :

Gold weather did not stop a good turnout. Some faces we had not seen fnr
manths. Almost everyone did bring the assigned Villanelle.
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NEXT MONTH -
¥R K R

ASSTGMNEMENT

A short poem, 12 lines or less, any form, on a serious subject.

PROGRAM

Roy Moore was non—-committal. I wonder what he has up his sleeve nouw.
Since his last surprise program had to do with Thanksgiving, I would
place my bet on Valentine’s Dau. Anyone willing to take me up on that?
He did, however, admit he has misplaced the list of members serving on
the program committes and capnot remember which month’s program was
assigned to .whom. Will the members please help him out and repart in.
Call Ike at SV7/343-ZZil (work) or 345/4@14(home). For reasons read on.

SMPS NOTES
E T )

By the wau, Roy has a pinched nerve and is currently unable to walk well.
He is undergoing some treatment nows but may have to have an operation.
We all wish him speedy recovery from whatever.

MGUNTAIN MADNESS

The deadlines fbr this special contest sponsored by the Utah Poets to
celebrate the upcoming NFSPS Convention to be held there is February 15.
You still can make it, -

The deadline for the 1988 NFSPS Contest is also February 15. Why not try
for a double whammy.

MY -APOLOGY (to Monica Hameky — - 0 o e

1988 Officers and Appointments {quwectgd>
Officerst President . - Busan Chémbers
: Vice President = - Bonnie Wolle
Recording Secretary — Berneal Schindie
Treasurer - John Kolbe
Historian - = Patricia Johnson
Corresponding Sec'y - Monica Haack
Appointments: Pook Table & Contests i - Meredith Cook
Editor,. FRAIRIE BREAD — Patricia Johnson
Editor, Thistle*Down : - Ike Sarma
Membership Committee Chair - - Wilfred Johnson
NFSPRS Committee Chair : — Shirley Ensrud

Program Committee Chair : - Roy B. HMoore




ACHIEVEMENT REPORT
of
THE SOUTHERN MINNESOTA POETS' SOCIETY
January/February 1988
Compiled by Patricia M. Johnson

WE POINT WITH PRIDE to our out-of-state poets: FRANK ANTHONY, true friend and con-
tributor to our Southern Minnesota Poets and League of Minnesota Poets. Remember, FRANK
traveled from Vermont for a SMPS residency in February 1982 and, then lectured on "Poetry of
the Unconscious" at the Mankato NFSPS convention last summer. He is founder and president
of the New England Writers - Vermont, teaches freshmen English at Florida State University
and is hard at work on the creative dissertation for his Phd toward which he has written over
1,000 poems in the last five years.

MAE DONALDSON BUCKEYE of Scottsdale Arizona, has had two splendid books publlshed
this year: HOUSE OF HIRAM (family account) beautifully illustrated and RUBY THROAT, fine-
ly achieved book of poems published by JESSEE POET PRESS. Mae had received (2) Honorable
Mentions from Bylme, (2) from Midwest Poetry Review and a number of recognitions from
Poets at Work. it is difficult to believe that sparkling MAE is mnety one years young'

CHARLOTTE L. SEWARD, one. of our founders, who now res:des in Ottawa; lliinois, is start-
ing a poetry group in that state. GOOD LUCK CHARLOTTE! She recently received an Hon-
orable Mention from Worid of Poetry for her poem "Courthouse Square“ - Free Verse: New
Amertcan Category. :

'BARBARA STEVENS! poem, "Too Much Talk on a Walk," appeared in Bell's Letters. She al-
so received a Special Honorable Mention in Byline's "Autumn Poem Contest" and an Honorable
Mention in their "Any Theme" competition.

Other Byline recognitions went to PATRICIA JOHNSON for Honorable Mentions in their
"Free Verse" and "Poems for Children" events; and to WILFRED JOHNSON, Special Honorable
Mention - "Halloween Poems." He also received an Honorable Mention in the 1987 Byline Lit-
erary Awards in which only one monetary prize was given - the editor of Bronco Press of Okla-
homa judging. In their last competition, judged by the editor of Nimrod, Bill received Fourth
and Sixth Place.

Back to out-of-state members: ASTRID VAN DE WEGE is vice president of The Sun City
Arizona Poetry Society. ASTRID has had ten poems published in the National PEO Record
Magazine and given talks (2) to PEO organizations; also had poetry published tn the Sun City
News.

JUDGING EVENTS: Florida State Poetry Association' 51987 contest: SUSAN S. CHAMBERS -
Gilbert Maxwell Memorial Award; BARBARA STEVENS - Jeanne Burns Memorial Award;
JESSEE POET - Katherine F. Gordy Awwd and WILFRED" M JOHNSON - $#27 Student Awards.
SMPS members who received awards in these compet:t:ons were PATRICIA JOMNSON, First
Place #16 Poems for Children and JESSEE POET, 2nd Honorable Mention - Russel Leavitt
Memorial Award,

Mississippi Poetry Society - Senryu - JESSEE POET, sponsor and judge. In other categohes -
JESSEE received a Third Place - Thomas Oliver Tate Memorial Award and 3rd Honorable Men-
tion in the Poet Laureate of Mississippi Award.

POETRY SOCIETY OF OKLAHOMA, - #12 Hill Award was judged by WILFRED JOHNSON
and #15 McBurmey Award was judged by PATRICIA M. JOHNSON.

WILFRED & PATRICIA JOHNSON also judged the Social Significance Category for the Sec-
ond Annual Howlin' Owl Poetry Contest, Tecolote Chapter of the California Federation of
Chaparral Poets; Poets at Work Quarterly Contest - Theme: Love; First Jessee Family Awards
Category #16 Rellgsous WILFRED judged the Jerilynn Award {(over 300 entries) in the Second
JFA Awards and PATRICIA, the Bonus Contest: Sonnets and Villanelles - October.

. Continued (other side)




PATRICIA JOHNSON judged the Evy Glassberg Hodson Award (Free Verse - any subject) an
WILFRED JOHNSON, the Edna Schoemaker Memorial Award (any subject - any form) for thi
Pennsylvania Poetry Societies' 35th Annual Contest. '

WILFRED, PATRICIA and JESSEE POET sponsored and judged Mini-Contests for the Florid;
State Poetry Assoc. in 1987, The JOHNSONS form: Cameo -- JESSEE - Subject: Green.

BARBARA STEVENS judged the Grand Prize.,League of Minnesota Poets' 1987 annual contes

* We urge each of you to "Dress-Up" your poems and enter them in National Competitions
When you have received a significant number of top awards, you will be requested to judge. |
is then you will learn what excellent poets we have throughout our states. It is a "growing
and humbling experience, motivating each of us to work harder.

PUBLICATIONS; MAVIS CHRISTENSEN - 5 poems published - IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST:
MAS - Publisher: Legacy House, California. This book is a collection of original and traditiona
devotional material for the holiday season from Thanksgiving through Epiphany.

MEG KRAMER'S poetry book - FIRST FRUITS - arrived in the mail today. It was pr.intec
by Crescent Publishing, Inc., Hills, MN and illustrated by DELPHINE HEIN, CONTRATULA-
TIONS, MEG! It is exceptional! (copies for sale at February SMPS meeting)

MONICA HAACK's poem, "This Donkey's Destiny," appeared on the cover of a recent issue
of River of Life Publication, also a short article was used. MONICA had a poetic tribute for
Fr. Charles Kerr published in St. Peter and Paul's Parish Newsletter. Her poem "Journa
of Life" in calligraphy and illustrated by MARCY HENGY was framed for the Birthright office.

RQOY MOORE had a recent article in WRITE ON section of the MANKATO FREE PRESS -
“Santa Claus in Bethiechem." ROY was aisoc named to the Mankato Ambassador's list and re-
ceived-a certificate from the mayor during a ceremony. at City Hall.

MEREDITH COOK and SHIRLEY ENSRUD each had a display of their‘poetry on exhibit ai
the first Annual Winterfest in Blue Earth, January 9-10, 1988.

AWARDS AND CONTEST RESULTS: DR. JOSEPHINE LIEBHABER has been selected as
recipient of the American Biographical Institute's Commemorative Medal of Honor. This is
limited issue medal bestowed upon a select group of 175 men and women whose achievements
on local, state, national and/or international levels are worthy of documented recognition. 10O
2lso had a Christmas poem published in the Wells Newspaper. '

** ERROR CORRECTION from the November/December report: (Bill asks forgiveness for
omitiing a line in retyping the report) PATRICIA's poem "Unexpected Shangri-la" received
First Place in the Nature Category at Midwest Chaparral. However, it was "Bittersweet" that
received the First Place in Syllabic Verse, Maxine A. Larson judging. Patricia also received
Second Place nationally -~ The Schofield Award for this same poem; Second Place in the JFA
Awards and since the last report - First-Place - Starzaic Form -Poetry lJacksonviile's 19§7
National Contest to be published in Prize Poems of Jacksonville - judge Ralph Hammond.

n n

Market Lesson: Watcﬁ your contest rules. The reason this poem could win those four'tbp
.awards is because it had not been published before. Remember, also there are a number of
contests that will accept published poems. '

DR. ROY B. MOORE received a Certificate of merit for an entry in latest The Muse Com-
petitions and WILFRED JOHNSON received (2) Merit Certificates. Congratulations, Colleagues!
JUDSON JEROME JUDGED. :

PATRICIA hit the jackpot with an $80.00 check from The Village Writers, Atlanta, GA.;
First Place in their Sonnet Category - "The Threat of War": and’ {2} Third Places: Poetry for
Childen and a Haiku. PATRICIA also received (4) awards in the Mississippi Poetry Society's
National Contest (South Branch): Second Place (Villaneile) - Second Place - Haiku Award; First
Honorable Mention, The Grand Award and 3rd Honorable Mention. - Writers' Unlimited Award.

WILFRED received First Place in Time Theme Contest - Poets at Work - BiLL's poem
"Timestream.” '

Nice going SMPS!
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QOOD THUNDER READING SERIES
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Foet WILLIAM STAFFORD -

February 11 Morning: Classroom Visits / Manuscript Conferences
{for time/reservations call MSU English
Department at S@7/389-2117) ‘

Talk: "’You Must Revise Your Life’®
31808 p.m. Centennial Student Union 253

Public Reading _ ,
7:30 p.m. Centennial Student Union 2953

Foet and Translator ROSEANN LLOYD -

March 2 Morning — Classroom Visits )
(for time call MSU English Department
at 5Q@Q7/389-2117) ‘

Talk: **On Craft: Letting in More of the Worlid’®
3:8@ p.m. Centennial Student Union 253

writing Workshop 6108 p.m. Armstrong Hall 101
. (Bring original writing and 8 copies)

March 3 Talki: *’Hearing the Sound and SBhape of a Poem
Eefore the Words (or! How I Go About Writing)’?’
18:080 a.m. Centennial Student Union 131 '

Manuscript Conferences 3:800 ~ 4:30 p.m.
(fDFWPEEEFVatiDHE_CallvHSU.Engliﬁh Department
a; B@7/389-2117) Cl L : :

-Public Reading 7238 Armstrong Hall 191

- &

TOP SECRET I
X 3 W W e e NN .

THIS COPY OF THE Thiﬁtie*Duwn UNTIL. M ARCH 1 2.

The following is foé Jour eyes only. Please, DO NOT LET ANYONE ELSE SEE

Herewith, March 12 is proclaimed DAY OF HONOR for Patricia Johnson and
Wilfred Johnson. IT IS TOBE A S URPR I SE.

All members are enjoined to bring a 'present of appreciation® for them.
As much as they have done for us and our growthy a short,. good poem will
do. This is a second, unofficial assignement. If you have any further
ideas, let President Sue know.
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LOMP NOTES
********_'**

Theui?BS_Spwing'Meeting of the League will be held in Minneapolis on
May £1% It will be hosted by a new Chapter of the League, the recently
formed Minnesota Valley Poets and Writers group. I know you will Join

in wishing them GOOD WRITING. Good guess to their acrongm? How about
MVP Writers. ' .

Thistle*Down

c/o Ikars J. Sarma
1577 Sharan Drive

N. Mankato, MN SeB@i

 Weredith Cook - .
“ 527 No. Gailbraith -
Blue Earth, Mn.. 56013
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MEETING
Saturday, Aprll g, 1988
Bethany. lutheran College - Cafeteria
734 Farsh, Mankatohy Minnesota
11238 A.M. - 35382 P.M.
Executive Committe Meeting - 11:8@ A.M.

Dutch Teeat Lunch _ R O S R P 4

Please phone in gour Luneh reservation  to Wilfred Johnson 587/387-3738.

PREOGRAM
SSELLING YOUR POETRY"

Our guest speaker is He1ﬁ1 bchmldt of Fairmont. She writes both! prose :
pogtryy and has been selling her work to magazines and greeting card
_companies since 1977. 4ocording to Meradith Cook, who made the arrange—
mentss Heidi is a graat Speaker and is rumored to have to report her . in-
come from her writing to. the IRB.

L ASSIGMNEMENT e,
CoJdust a ﬁEmiﬁder that you *may’ bring wour humdrucs poem to share. Other.
non-assigned poems will not he rejected.

DUES

Tg upur editors chagrin {Who has been axhorting all to ray theirdues? ),
has discovered that he has not, repeat, has noty paid hi= LOMPduss (surt
A mare oversight which he immediateluy corrected.) If that 18Your case, i

will find a small, round orange sticker attached to your THISTLE®DOWN.
Serd $10.U9 to Eleanor Burns, 3413 Lake Ave.S., Duluth, MN 352302,

i
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In MEMORIAM
e N B

We are deeply sacddensd by the death, PMarch 28 of our beloved membsr Juc
Borman Mitzbkowski:. Our most sincere sympathy to Lucille and familua.

MemDrial service 1z o be held Mondagy, april 4th, 7P.M. at the Centenary
Methodist Church in Mankato. Memorials to Mankato Rehabilitation Center,
inc. are praferred.

LOMP LITES
EX RS EE T T

Longratulations, bﬁ_Tﬁéi?ng?gTﬂﬁﬁﬁiVevsargvﬁﬁarthwiﬁa*tm-Ehe“ﬁﬁw crapts
{the) Mississippi Poets & Writers. - -

fatricia and Wilfred Johnson report that the new chapter, undsr the co-
leadership of Marlys Hinger -and Helen Desich, is guite actives and & num
ber of their members are planning to attend our May meeting. They arse th
host=s for:

LOMP SZpring Meeting — May 21,1938

itz Hotel — 312 Nicollet Malll Minneapolis
LITERARY HOUR SREARKER: P. J. Doyle — “The Sense of Place®
SEMIMNAR LEADER:® | ' Edward R. Brandt
SEMINAR CHAIRD ' Marilun Matheuws
‘ ' 4517 1%th &ve. S. _

Minnsapolis, PN 33427 &12/825-3303
FESERVATIONSS o Valerie Bump

7% W. lowa o
e e - ..8Bt. Paul, MM 33117 = &1uv/487-1898

RULES FOR SUBMITTING POEMS TO IN-STATE SEMINAR ~ LOMP MEMBERS:

Mail {(must be received hu Maw 7.} two clear copigs of uour entrg; one
poamy, 20 lines or less, double—spaced on standard size paper to seminae
chairy Marilyn Mathews. Place your name and address in upper left corner
of one copy only. On both copies identify the formi: free verse, Jonnet,’
Villanelle, etc. _ g : -
If you cannot attend, send 8.A.5.E. for retuwrn of your poem w/critiquing

PLAN TO ATTEND
and contact Wilfred Johnson to see if‘aﬁrangEmEﬂts.fDr transportatiﬁﬁ'f'

group or shared, can be made. Reservations must be rece1ved no: latar tha
May .16th. Last minute cancellations must. ba phaned in. :
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NFSPS CONVENTION
S R KA

1+ i= not too early to plan for going to the C O NV E N T I O N. Busan
Chambers has found round trip airfare for %208, but sharing ride in car i
A possible option. Start making contacts with other members or speak to
our offlcers. :

i

MEXT MONTH
KRR HR RN

Refurbish your plans for the March meeting. We will honor Fatricia and

WilTred JTOMNSEOR TOr theld™ service to B8y "7! The- cxb- 135 out of the bag.
as threat of bad weather and other circumstances prevented keeping it
there.

"‘r"ou are to write a narrative poem ta share for t‘F’b May meeting.

L
GOOD THUNDER READING SERIES
e S T T2 ST 2 2 Sk

MARJORIE DORNER

Wed.y April 6, 3 P.M. Centennial Student Union @4 — "The Writer’s Craft”
Thu.s April 7, 18 A.M. cSuU 202 - "Mysterg/Suspense:Formula & Anti-Formula"
723 P.M. CBU Z0B@5 - Reading

JOY WILLIAMS

Thu.s May 19, 3 P.M. C5U 257 — “The Writer’s Craft’
A 7:3@ P.M. C5U 253 — Reading

NOTE:”"U&}#;&E 6% above, there are ciassroom v1sits and manuioript "
i

conterenci Tavai ehle. For details call MSU’'s English Department 389-2117.
SV

congratulations to MSU Professor Robbins for winning the 1P 1st prize
fromthe fpetrg Society of America for a poem sequence.

e Ay -

'ATTgxlTIt:wN ALy POETS
PETYXELTETILIITE L L 4 L 8 8]

Thg Guild Press has extended the deadline for submissions to FULL CIRCLE 9
toapril 15th. Send submissions to Guild Press, P.0O. Box 22383,
Robbinsdales, MN 55422,

“ s . - ) .1;

Copla§ of FULL CIRCLE 8 mau be obtained for %$6.00 from above address. You
may f} it helpful to examine the type of material they publish before
choosinduour submission.
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